[Study on anticancer activity of Syngnathus in vitro].
To study the anticancer activity of Syngnathus in vitro. Observing the influence of different extracts from Syngnathus on growth of different cancer cell strains by MTT method. It has been found out that the fat-soluble nonsaponified extract from Temminck et Schlegel and the alcoholic extract from Syngnathus acus have cytotoxic activities. The nonsaponified extract from Temminck et Schlegel can inhibit the growth of cancer cell strains KB, Hela, PAA, K562, and Bcap37, and the alcoholic extract from Syngnathus acus can inhibit the growth of cancer cell strin KB, But Bloch shows no apparent anticancer activity. Syngnathus has promising prospects as an anticancer Chinese medicine.